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Financial and Economic Forum, the
U.S.-India Commercial Dialogue, and
the U.S.-India Working Group on
Trade. Minister Singh and then Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright
signed a joint statement on coopera-
tion in energy and environment in a
ceremony at the Taj Mahal in March
2000.

This week, President Clinton has re-
turned to India to visit the State of
Gujarat, scene of January’s dev-
astating earthquake that left an esti-
mated 18,000 people dead, and thou-
sands of people homeless.

While the trend in relations between
the United States and India has been
positive, there is still a great deal of
work to be done. The visit to Wash-
ington by External Affairs and Defense
Minister Singh, just a few months into
the new Administration, offers an op-
portunity to build in the work of the
past few years, while charting a new
course for even closer ties between our
two countries.

————

ADDRESSING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
IN SOUTH DAKOTA AND AROUND
THE COUNTRY

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, domes-
tic violence is often the crime that vic-
tims don’t want to admit and commu-
nities don’t want to discuss. However,
almost 15,000 domestic violence victims
in South Dakota last year secured help
from the Department of Social Serv-
ices. This represents a low estimate of
the number of South Dakotans who are
victims of domestic violence, as many
victims fail to seek help.

Since enactment of the Violence
Against Women Act in 1994, the num-
ber of forcible rapes of women have de-
clined, and the number of sexual as-
saults nationwide have gone down as
well. Despite the success of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, domestic
abuse and violence against women con-
tinue to plague our communities. Con-
sider the fact that a woman is raped
every 5 minutes in this country, and
that nearly one in every three adult
women experiences at least one phys-
ical assault by a partner during adult-
hood. In fact, more women are injured
by domestic violence each year than by
automobile accidents and cancer
deaths combined. These facts illustrate
that there is a need in Congress to help
States and communities address this
problem that impacts all of our com-
munities.

Last year, I was pleased to join the
successful effort to reauthorize the 1994
Violence Against Women Act. In addi-
tion to reauthorizing the provisions of
the original Violence Against Women
Act, the legislation improves our over-
all efforts to reduce violence against
women by strengthening law enforce-
ment’s role in reducing violence
against women. The legislation also ex-
pands legal services and assistance to
victims of violence, while also address-
ing the effects of domestic violence on
children. Finally, programs are funded
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to strengthen education and training
to combat violence against women.

This year, I am cosponsoring legisla-
tion, S. 540, that would establish a per-
manent Violence Against Women Of-
fice in the Department of Justice. This
bill would guarantee that the office
will continue its work into future ad-
ministrations and ensure that the Con-
gress’ goals regarding domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking will
be carried out.

As a State lawmaker in 1983, I wrote
one of the first domestic violence laws
in South Dakota which dedicated a
portion of marriage license fees to help
build shelters for battered women. I
was also a cosponsor of the original Vi-
olence Against Women Act in 1990 in
the House of Representatives. Even at
that time, many people denied that do-
mestic violence existed in our state.
Finally, in 1995, the President signed
legislation to strengthen federal crimi-
nal law relating to violence against
women and fund programs to help
women who have been assaulted.

Since the Violence Against Women
Act became law, South Dakota organi-
zations have received over $6.7 million
in federal funding for domestic abuse
programs. In addition, the Violence
Against Women Act doubled prison
time for repeat sex offenders; estab-
lished mandatory restitution to vic-
tims of violence against women; codi-
fied much of our existing laws on rape;
and strengthened interstate enforce-
ment of violent crimes against women.

The law also created a national toll-
free hotline to provide women with cri-
sis intervention help, information
about violence against women, and free
referrals to local services. Last year,
the hotline took its 300,000th call. The
number for women to call for help is: 1-
800-799-SAFE.

I am hopeful that, with my support,
the Senate will approve S. 540 this year
so that we can continue fighting do-
mestic abuse and violence against
women in our state and communities.

HONORING THE DOOLITTLE
RAIDERS

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the Doolittle Raid-
ers on the 60th anniversary of their
memorable flights.

The surprise Japanese raid of Pearl
Harbor was just the beginning of a se-
ries of bad news for Americans at the
beginning of World War II. In a period
of months, the Japanese had invaded
and conquered land stretching from
Burma to Polynesia. The United States
badly needed a boost in morale. The
answer was the Doolittle Raid.

The concept was simple: A Navy task
force would take 15 B-25s to a point
about 450 miles off of Japan where they
would be launched from a carrier to at-
tack military targets at low altitude in
five major Japanese cities, including
the capital city of Tokyo. The planes
would then fly to a base in China where
they would join the China-Burma-India
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theater. It was the implementation of
the plan that made the men involved in
the raid heroes.

On April 18, 1941, sixteen flights of B-
25s, one captained by South Dakota na-
tive son Capt. Donald Smith, left the
deck of the U.S.S. Hornet, bound for
Tokyo. But the Japanese had seen the
Americans coming, and the planes were
forced to take off from the Hornet at
least 650 miles from the Japanese
coast. The planes would not have
enough fuel to make it to China.

All of the planes made their bombing
runs on their respective cities, and
then turned westward toward China.
One crew, with not enough fuel to
make it to China, landed in Russia and
were prisoners of war for over a year.
Eleven of the other planes that reached
China faced terrible weather and empty
tanks. They proceeded inland on in-
struments and bailed out once their
fuel tanks reached zero. The remaining
four pilots crash-landed their aircraft.
Chinese aided the Americans in reach-
ing their base, and more than a quar-
ter-million of the Chinese were subse-
quently killed by the Japanese for
their suspected help. Sixty-four of the
“Raiders’ eventually made it to the
base in China. Others were captured
and tortured, or died while ejecting
their planes.

The Doolittle mission was the first
good news from the Pacific front, and
was a huge boost to American morale.
It also devastated the Japanese people,
who had been told by their leaders that
their homeland could never be at-
tacked.

In Belle Fourche, SD, on April 18,
South Dakotans will be remembering
the 60th anniversary of this daring
raid. I commend the Doolittle Raiders,
and all American veterans, for they are
truly America’s heroes. Our country
must honor its commitments to vet-
erans, not only because it is the right
thing to do, but because it is the smart
thing to do.

I will continue to lead efforts to en-
sure that our nation’s military retirees
and veterans receive the benefits they
were promised years ago. While I am
pleased with some improvements in
military health care funding passed
into law last year, I am concerned that
more needs to be done. Assuredly, I
will continue to fight for military re-
tirees and veterans programs through-
out this session of Congress.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Thursday,
April 5, 2001, the Federal debt stood at
$5,772,523,327,634.26, Five trillion, seven
hundred seventy-two billion, five hun-
dred twenty-three million, three hun-
dred twenty- seven thousand, six hun-
dred thirty-four dollars and twenty-six
cents.

One year ago, April 5, 2000, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,758,941,000,000, Five
trillion, seven hundred fifty-eight bil-
lion, nine hundred forty-one million.
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